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I appreciate your concern. Bathing in an onsen is one of the biggest attractions for
visitors to Japan. dJust like many others, though, this facility’s “No Tattoo” policy is
based on the fact that in Japanese culture tattoos are strongly associated with members
of criminal organizations. For this reason, hot spring facilities are concerned that
people with tattoos might make other bathers feel uneasy. While people are more aware
these days that things are different in other cultures, many bathing facilities in Japan
have yet to make an exception to this common policy.

Let’s see what we can do. Since your tattoo is not very big, you have a good chance
of being able to use the facility if you cover it with a special sticker. Such stickers are
available at some bathing facilities or drug stores. If you like, I could also check if there
are any private baths available here that you can book for an extra charge. Please let

me know what you’d like to do, and I'll talk to the staff to see what can be done.

ChatGPT ~D$545 ¢
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I appreciate your concern. Bathing in an onsen is one of the biggest attractions for
visitors to Japan. Just like many others, though, this facility’s “No Tattoo” policy is
based on the fact that in Japanese culture tattoos are strongly associated with members
of criminal organizations. For this reason, hot spring facilities are concerned that
people with tattoos might make other bathers feel uneasy. While people are more aware
these days that things are different in other cultures, many bathing facilities in Japan
have yet to make an exception to this common policy.

Let’s see what we can do. Since your tattoo is not very big, you have a good chance of
being able to use the facility if you cover it with a special sticker. Such stickers are
available at some bathing facilities or drug stores. If you like, I could also check if there

are any private baths available here that you can book for an extra charge. Please let
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me know what you’d like to do, and I'll talk to the staff to see what can be done.

ChatGPT Ofi#% (L~ ~)

Guide: Hello Mr. and Mrs. Smith. I hope you're enjoying your visit so far. I see you're

excited about experiencing a traditional Japanese onsen.

Mr. Smith: Yes, we've been looking forward to this for a long time. But I'm a bit worried.

I have a small tattoo on my shoulder. Will that be a problem?

Guide: I appreciate your concern. Bathing in an onsen is one of the biggest attractions
for visitors to Japan. Just like many other facilities, this onsen has a “No Tattoo” policy.
In Japanese culture, tattoos are strongly associated with members of criminal
organizations. For this reason, hot spring facilities are concerned that people with

tattoos might make other bathers feel uneasy.

Mrs. Smith: Oh, we didn’t know that. What can we do?

Guide: Don’t worry. Let’s see what we can do. Since your tattoo is not very big, you
have a good chance of being able to use the facility if you cover it with a special sticker.
Such stickers are available at some bathing facilities or drug stores. If you like, I could
also check if there are any private baths available here that you can book for an extra

charge.

Mzr. Smith: That sounds reasonable. Where can we get these stickers?

Guide: Some facilities provide them at the front desk, and they can also be found at

nearby drug stores. I'll check with the staff here to see if they have any available.

Mrs. Smith: Thank you so much. We'd love to try the sticker first. If that doesn’t work,

we can look into the private bath option.

Guide: Perfect. Please wait here for a moment while I talk to the staff. I'll be right back

with more information.

Mr. Smith: Thank you for your help. We really appreciate it.

Guide: My pleasure. I'll be back shortly.
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(The guide goes to check with the staff and returns a few minutes later.)

Guide: Good news! The staff has stickers available, so you can use one to cover your

tattoo and enjoy the onsen. If you need any assistance applying it, feel free to ask.

Mr. Smith: That’s wonderful! Thank you so much for your help.

Mrs. Smith: Yes, thank you. We're really looking forward to this experience.

Guide: I'm glad we could find a solution. Enjoy your time at the onsen, and if you need

anything else, just let me know.
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and developed in Japan.

throughout Japan and overseas.

Ramen is a noodle dish originating in China

It is now popular

%55 A%
I would like to talk about ramen. FhlE, 7= A AATDN TR LW
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was 17th-century Mito

dramas.

late 19th century.

restaurant opened in Asakusa, Tokyo.

style ramen is regarded as the standard.

{k | features thin, curly noodles served in a bowl of

green onion.

many famous people.

famous ramen restaurants in Ogikubo today.

It is said that the first Japanese to eat ramen
Lord Tokugawa
Mitsukuni, the beloved old man in samurai
Having learned about ramen from his
Chinese teacher of Confucianism, he had it
served to his vassals. Ramen as a popular dish
was introduced in Yokohama’s Chinatown in the

Later, the first ramen

Of almost countless variations, the Tokyo-

soy-flavored soup with such toppings as grilled
pork, marinated bamboo shoots, and minced
If you are interested, wvisit
Ogikubo, which i1s famous for its ramen. A nice
residential area, Ogikubo has been favored by
Movie director Kajiro
Yamamoto, who produced Akira Kurosawa and
Toshiro Mifune, was known as a gourmet and

praised the ramen of Harukiya, one of the most
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Please try some. Thank you. (201 words)

Japanese soul food, ramen has always

satisfied common folk and celebrities alike.
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...has many attractions. Among these is ...
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As I said,...has many attractions.

g I hope you enjoy...

#&EF : Thank you.
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I would like to talk about Kenroku-en.

Kenroku-en is a traditional Japanese strolling garden in Kanazawa, Ishikawa
Prefecture. It is one of the Three Greatest Gardens of Japan along with Okayama’s
Koraku-en and Ibaraki’s Kairaku-en.

Located beside Kanazawa Castle, Kenroku-en was developed by the Maeda Clan lords
from the 17th to 19th century. During this period, peace had prevailed due to the Edo
Shogunate’s rule, and gardening flourished. “Kenroku-en,” literally the “Garden of Six
Attributes,” which are spaciousness versus seclusion, artifice versus antiquity, and
waterways versus panoramas. Kach pair represents contrasting elements, regarded
as difficult to achieve at the same time. For example, Kenroku-en has waterways
such as ponds and waterfalls. Since water flows on lowland, it is difficult to enjoy a
panorama while enjoying waterways. However, Kenroku-en also allows a great
distant view of the scenic Noto Peninsula.

Kenroku-en is noted for its beauty across all seasons: cherry blossoms in spring,
waterways in summer, autumn leaves in fall, and traditional yukitsuri, literally “snow
suspension,” parasol-like straw rope supports for tree branches to protect them from
the weight of the snow, in winter.

Representing the Maeda Lords’ wish for prosperity, Kenroku-en is a must-see. I hope

you visit. Thank you. (200 words)
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ChatGPT DOfifs
Q&A Session: Kenroku-en Presentation
Examiner (E): Thank you for your presentation on Kenroku-en. Could you tell me how

much the entrance fee 1s?

Candidate (C): Certainly. The entrance fee for Kenroku-en is 320 yen for adults and
100 yen for children. There is also a combined ticket available for 500 yen, which

includes entry to both Kenroku-en and the Kanazawa Castle Park.

E: I see. When would you say is the best time to visit Kenroku-en, and when is the

worst time?

C: The best time to visit Kenroku-en is during the cherry blossom season in spring or
the autumn foliage season in fall. Both periods showcase the garden's beauty at its
peak. The worst time to visit might be during the rainy season in June, as the weather

can be quite unpredictable.

E: Can you explain what a strolling garden 1s?

C: A strolling garden, or "kaiyu-shiki teien" in Japanese, is a type of garden designed to
be enjoyed by walking along a path that offers changing views and different
perspectives of the garden's features. These gardens often include ponds, streams,

bridges, and various plantings to create a dynamic and immersive experience.
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E: I'm interested in visiting a strolling garden, but I'm concerned about the crowds. Is

Kenroku-en as crowded as some places in Tokyo?

C: Kenroku-en can get crowded, especially during peak seasons like cherry blossom
viewing in spring and autumn foliage. However, it is generally not as crowded as
popular tourist spots in Tokyo. Visiting early in the morning or late in the afternoon

can help avoid the busiest times.

E: What are some of the specific features of Kenroku-en?

C: Kenroku-en features several iconic elements, such as the Kasumi-ga-ike Pond, the
Kotoji Lantern, and the Gankou-bashi Bridge, also known as the "Flying Wild Geese"
Bridge. The garden also includes various teahouses, such as the Shigure-tei, and

seasonal plants and trees that provide a different atmosphere throughout the year.

E: How can I get to Kanazawa from Tokyo?

C: The easiest way to get to Kanazawa from Tokyo is by taking the Hokuriku
Shinkansen, which takes about 2.5 to 3 hours. Alternatively, there are buses and flights

available, but the shinkansen is the most convenient option.

E: How many times have you visited Kanazawa?

C: I have visited Kanazawa several times, as it 1s one of my favorite cities in Japan.
Each visit offers new experiences and discoveries, especially with the changing

seasons.

E: Besides Kenroku-en, can you recommend another Japanese garden to visit?

C: Yes, I highly recommend visiting Ritsurin Garden in Takamatsu. It is another
beautiful strolling garden that offers a unique combination of Japanese and Western

garden design elements.

E: How does Kenroku-en differ from Kairaku-en in Mito?

C: Kenroku-en and Kairaku-en are both renowned gardens, but they have different
characteristics. Kenroku-en is known for its artistic design and variety of landscapes,

whereas Kairaku-en is famous for its plum trees, which bloom beautifully in early
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spring. Additionally, Kairaku-en was designed as a place for both relaxation and

education, with a focus on enjoying the natural environment.

E: What criteria were used to select the Three Greatest Gardens of Japan?

C: The Three Greatest Gardens of Japan—Kenroku-en, Koraku-en, and Kairaku-en—
were selected based on their historical significance, beauty, and the unique features
they offer. These gardens represent the pinnacle of Japanese garden design and

aesthetics.

E: Where exactly is Kenroku-en located?

C: Kenroku-en is located in Kanazawa, Ishikawa Prefecture, in the central part of
Japan. It is situated next to Kanazawa Castle, making it easy to visit both landmarks

in one trip.

E: When 1s the best season to visit Kenroku-en?

C: The best season to visit Kenroku-en is spring, for the cherry blossoms, or autumn,

for the vibrant fall colors. Each season offers a unique and picturesque experience.

E: Can you explain what yukitsuri is?

C: Yukitsuri, or "snow suspension," is a traditional method used to protect tree
branches from the heavy snowfall in winter. Straw ropes are arranged in a conical
shape around the trees to support the branches, preventing them from breaking under
the weight of the snow. This technique is not only practical but also adds to the

garden's winter scenery.

E: Besides Kenroku-en, what other attractions are there in Kanazawa?

C: In addition to Kenroku-en, Kanazawa offers several other attractions, such as
Kanazawa Castle, the 21st Century Museum of Contemporary Art, the Higashi Chaya

District, known for its traditional teahouses, and the Nagamachi Samurai District,

where you can explore well-preserved samurai residences.
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