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I would like to talk about Ningyo Joruri.

Ningyo Joruri is traditional Japanese puppet theater. It is
synonymous with Ningyo Joruri Bunraku, or just Bunraku, which is on
UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage List. “Ningyo” means
“puppet,” and “Joruri” is sung narration accompanied by a shamisen.
“Bunraku” is from “The Bunraku-za,” the largest Ningyo Joruri
theater.

Originating in 17th-century Osaka, Ningyo Joruri flourished during
the peaceful Edo Period. The most famous Ningyo Joruri playwright
was Chikamatsu Monzaemon, called the “Shakespear of Japan.” Born
“Sugimori Nobumori” to a samurai family in present-day Fukui
Prefecture, Chikamatsu became lordless and wrote stories featuring
historical romances and domestic tragedies.

In Ningyo Joruri, stories are told by a trinity of artists: puppeteers,
a chanter, and a shamisen player, all of whom are male. Three
puppeteers manipulate each puppet in perfect sync for highly realistic
facial expressions and body movements. The sophisticated
mechanism of the puppet’s head allows the main puppeteer to move the
eyebrows, the eyes, the mouth, etc. The chanter recites the story to
the shamisen music altering his vocal pitch and style to portray the
scene.

A comprehensive art, Ningyo Joruri is a must-see if you enjoy

theater. Please enjoy Ningyo Joruri. Thank you. (200 words)

FEFERIL

O puppet [pApot] #:0 A

O theater [Ouota] 7EEI. B, B

O synonymous [sinanomos] [FFED, HHFED

O UNESCO [jumneskou] =3 A= (United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization) [EEZHE R LR

O Intangible Cultural Heritage [inteendzobl] &/ C/Li&E pE
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narration [nezreifon] FEV . AUk, WEE. i

accompany [okAmponi] fEFET 5

flourish [flourif] %% 5. &+ 5, BEE b5
playwright [pleirait] BIfEZ. BIAZ

Shakespear [feikspia] + =—2 AET

lordless [ladlos] RAD, T2 LD

romance [roumens| Z8E., R, KELTLOWEE, B HKR
domestic [domestik] PNEEOD, A UAdz, SR

tragedy [traedzedi] ZEEI

trinity [trinoti] =L —{K, Z2>F AW, Zof

puppeteer [pApetia] AJEIEW

chanter [tfenta] K. FkE

male [méil] FED

manipulate [monipjoleit] #5

perfect [poufikt] sE472, 5eBEZR

sync [sigk] —%k. [FIHA. [FIFH

sophisticated [sofistokeitid] FEHICHIMEAR, K570, EitEEED
mechanism [mekonizm] A 7 =X A, BEiEENT. 250 B
eyebrows [aibrou] J&. JHE

recite [risait] #FE5. WIS 5. BT 5. KBTS

alter [axlta] Zx 5

vocal [voukol] 75

pitch [pitf] HFOEIK, #H1

portray [powtrei] i<, 5T 5, HL D

comprehensive [kamprihensiv] AR, EIEAOZR, TRV
must-see [mAstsi] % HOEY

EFI)L s LT — g OFIER

., ABBEBB oW TBELVWAELET,
AT HBI5 13, BRDIEHEH AR T, AMEFMIEIZ., AW %

B W LRI TCE] YIZIIRA&TH)., CHIZ2FRATDEBX
EEICBRFINTWIE T, TAHB] vix THBEHYAH 2450, 48315
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